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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 
 
FROM: Ken Bierly, Deputy Director  
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item R:  Other Business 

Brownsville Dam Grant Amendment 
  January 21-22, 2009 OWEB Board Meeting 
 
 
I. Introduction 
This report requests Board approval to reallocate funds and to amend an existing grant award for 
the removal of the Brownsville Dam and replacement of the water diversion facility. 
 
II. Background 
In December of 2004 the Board awarded $40,833 to the Calapooia Watershed Council to 
develop designs for the removal of Brownsville Dam (#204-506).  In September of 2006, the 
Board awarded $577,527 for the removal of the dam and replacement of the water supply for the 
City of Brownsville ditch (#207-091).  The dam has been successfully removed and the work is 
highlighted on the Small Dam Removal Effectiveness Monitoring page of the OWEB web site at 
www.oregon.gov/OWEB/MONITOR/monitor_smalldams.shtml.  By all accounts, the project 
has been successful and is being monitored to determine the ecological outcomes of removing a 
small dam. 
 
The experience gained from the project has led to the Small Dam Removal Guide in Oregon - A 
Guide for Project Managers publication, which provides guidance on dam removal.  A copy of 
the report will be distributed at the Board meeting.   
 
III. Proposed Action and Fiscal Effect 
The project manager has recently been faced with unanticipated expenses that are of no fault of 
the Calapooia Watershed Council.  The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife changed the 
pump screening requirements from the time that the project was permitted.  Approximately 
$36,080 in additional funds is now needed to complete the project.  (Attachment A)   
 
Completion of the pump station is a critical commitment the council made with the community.  
The project will require additional funds now in order for it to be completed on schedule this 
spring.  OWEB staff propose funding this purpose by using funds previously committed by the 
Board to fund Salmon Season State of Emergency grants.  There are remaining unexpended 
funds in the Salmon Season State of Emergency program and demand has significantly declined.  
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The reallocation will essentially close out the remaining salmon emergency funding.  The 
proposed action will not affect the funding allocations or budget items discussed in other agenda 
items.   
 
IV. Recommendation 
Staff recommend the Board approve amending grant #207-091 by adding $36,080 from 
previously allocated funds. 
 
 
 
 
Attachment 

A. Calapooia Watershed Council letter 
 
 





 

Attachment A


